Sender:

Alyaksandr Lukashenko
President

Administratsia Prezidenta Respubliki Belarus

ul.Karla Marksa, 38

220016 Minsk

BELARUS
Dear President Lukashenko

The 21-year-old Ivan Mikhailov was charged of refusing compulsory military service and was, therefore, arrested on 15 December 2009. Ivan Mikhailov, a Messianic Jew, is unable to do military service because of his religious beliefs. He asked instead to be assigned to alternative civilian service, in line with Article 57 of Belarus' Constitution.
In November 2009 Dmitry Smyk, a Jehovah's Witness, was given a large fine after refusing compulsory military and demanding his right on alternative civilian service. He is banned from leaving Belarus and restricted on his freedom of movement within the country.

In 2000 the Constitutional Court declared to urgently introduce alternative service.

I urge you:

- to release Ivan Mikhailov immediately and unconditionally and to withdraw the charges against him. 

- to revoke the fine against Dmitry Smyk as well as his restrictions on freedom of movement and to withdraw the charges against him.

- to ensure the right on alternative civilian service to all men who are refusing compulsory military service for reasons of conscience, in line with Article 57 of Belarus' Constitution.
- to adopt a law, which enables an alternative civilian service in Belarus.

Yours sincerely
by Fax to: 

+375 17 226 06 10  oder  +375 17 222 38 72

mail to: 

contact@president.gov.by
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